Briefs
1. Just like your cases are items prepared ahead of time so that your arguments will be organized and effective, briefs are a way to organize all the information that you might use in a debate round.  Creating briefs will ensure that you can find the information you need quickly and allow you to create a speech ‘on the fly’.

2. You will need to create a header for all of your briefs – see the sample.

3. You will need to label the page part of each brief.

4. You will need a title for each brief.  All of the evidence on the brief must fall under the topic of the title. 
5. Put your best cards at the top and your weaker cards at the bottom.

6. Each brief should have 2-8 cards.

7. You need to file your briefs into your accordion-style organizers.  You should make an index to put on the front of your organizer.

8. The more briefs you have created, the better prepared you are.

9. Some advanced students create flex-briefs.  Flex briefs are a separate sheet that goes in front of a brief and makes the argument as you will actually speak it in the debate round.  The benefit of this is that you can relay the content of all of your cards in a short time as you can determine your exact phrasing long before the round begins.

10.  Some really advanced students use their flex-briefs instead of a case.  They do this by trying to get the coin toss to work so that their team is second to speak and then they listen to the first speech and pull out the flex briefs that are exact opposites of what the pro team is saying.  They plug the briefs into a skeleton case (it is all the parts except the preview of points and the actual main points) and they have just created a case that is the exact opposite of their opponents.
