First Semester Research Paper
Peer-Edit

Name: ___________________________

Peer-editing the paper of: ___________________________

Check if the paper has the following:

**If the paper is missing the following, highlight the box for revision – 

MLA heading and title
(
MLA heading is correct, double-spaced, and in the upper-left corner of the paper

(
Title is original and lively

(
Paper is double-spaced with 12-point, normal font and has the correct margins

(
Headings are correct and include page numbers (Last name #)

(
Paper is correct length (3-5 pages)

Thesis Statement:

(
Paper has a thesis statement and it is in the correct spot (end of introductory paragraph)

(
Thesis statement encompasses entire paper
(
Thesis statement mentions the theme of focus 

(
Put brackets [ ] around what you feel is the paper’s thesis 
***Check to see if the paper has the following. Highlight/make note of any that you find.


Voice/Word Choice
(
Highlight any and all “to be” verbs and write the final count here.


**Final count should not exceed 20. (“To be” verbs in a direct quote do not count)
(
Highlight any form of “you” that you find.

(
Highlight any contractions.

(
Highlight any “I believe,” “I think,” or “I feel” (**can always use “I”)
(
Make note of any spelling, grammar usage, punctuation, or capitalization errors

(
Check to make sure that the verb tense is consistent

Content and Organization

(
Topic sentences encompass the paragraph well and tie back to thesis.

(
Paper follows outline

(
Each sentence begins with a different word.

(
Each paragraph has examples to support main point

(
Author’s own words are used to support and connect back to main point

(
Paper is not filled entirely with quotes and paraphrases from other sources
(
Parenthetical notation is included and in correct form
(
Paraphrasing is used for the majority of the paper. Direct quotes are used sparingly

(
Note any overuse of a source(s) (use Works Cited page to keep track)
Introduction/Conclusion
· Introduction is inviting and does not contain any citations
· Conclusion is satisfying and reemphasizes the main theme and does not contain any citations
· Transitions are used to connect paragraphs and allow paper to flow from point to point
Research Paper - Rubric
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Name: __________________________________________

Paper

	· Original title 
	_____ (2)      

	· Correct MLA heading format
	_____ (3)

	
	

	Content:
	

	· Paper presents clear, thesis – shows purpose of paper 
	_____ (5)

	· Supporting sentences indicate main supporting ideas of the paper presented in thesis
	_____ (10)

	· Each paragraph contains specific attributed facts, quotes, statistics, reasons, examples, and illustrations which develop the main idea of the paragraph 
	_____ (10)

	· Thesis is adequately supported with facts, examples, reasons
	_____ (5)

	· Effective opening and closing paragraphs
	_____ (3)

	· Clear framework with thesis and summary paragraphs
	_____ (2)

	
	

	Documentation and Voice:
	

	· Writing is precise, economical, lively. and clear
	_____ (2)

	· Word choice and fluent expression contribute to lively content
	_____ (3)

	· Paper is free from “speechy” phrases, unnecessary words, vague or unsupported explanation, no plagiarism
	_____ (5)

	· Ideas or events written about are supported with actual documentation on note cards from articles
	_____ (5)

	· Correctly handled MLA parenthetical attribution where needed
	_____ (5)

	· Works Cited/Consulted MLA format represents 5-10+ articles cited
	_____ (5)

	
	

	Organization:
	_____ (10)

	· Paper follows outline and pattern outlined in thesis paragraph
	

	· Paragraphing whenever main idea shifts
	

	· Logical development from main idea to main idea
	

	· Use of transitions to lead reader logically form paragraph to paragraph
	

	
	

	Appearance:
	_____ (10)

	· Specific title plus required info on title page
· Body with standard margins and spacing
· Works cited, consulted in correct form
· Note cards, source cards, outline, draft, etc handed in/checked earlier
	

	
	

	Conventions:
	_____ (15)

	· Use of Spell check apparent, appropriate forms used
	

	· Clear pronoun reference, no “you” or “I”
	

	· Correct agreement of subject and verb/grammar
	

	· Use of active voice preferable, literary present tense
	_____ “to be” count

	· No sentence fragments or run-ons, evidence of careful editing
	

	· Capitalization, punctuation follow style book
	

	TOTAL:
	_________ (100)


Comments:

